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Zurich, 12. May 2022

Review of the dissertation work of Nurzhan Kulumzhanov

This letter is to evaluate the dissertation work conducted by Nurzhan Kulumzhanov as a
PhD candidate at the Department of Religious and Cultural Studies, Al-Farabi National
University, Almaty.
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Nurzhan Kulumzhanov approached me in 2016 whether | would be willing to serve as
an external advisor to his PhD project. As the general topic of his research on
nomadism falls within my area of interest and expertise, | was happy to accept. In the
course of our collaboration, | have met Nurzhan several times in Almaty and during a
conference in Bishkek in 2017 to discuss the design and further steps to take. Then, he
visited our department in Zurich and the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology,
Halle, where we exchanged ideas on his topic and the findings she had collected by
then.

]

Now his PhD thesis is finalized. This is a very solid study on the sphere of the sacral in
the world of Turkic pastoral nomads over time. The empirical material, mostly
secondhand data, is carefully balanced and multi-faceted. It throws some new light on
processes going on in the steppes of Central Asia for centuries.

In terms of implementation and methodology, the study fulfils the requirements
expected. Nurzhan Kulumzhanov has conducted mostly archival work and literature
research, including original material such as epic traditions, but also collected some
first-hand data during a fieldtrip to Western Mongolia. His thesis is well acceSS|bIe and
demonstrates his great knowledge on the topic.
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The topic of the sacral space in nomadic societies is of great significance for social and
cultural sciences as well as for policy and practical considerations in contemporary
Qazagstan. Nurzhan Kulumzhanov has allowed us a new view on this seemingly old
topic. This may at times be of a normative nature, which is, however, owed to the theme
of the study itself.

In my view, the dissertation by Nurzhan Kulumzhanov fulfils the requirements expected
for moving on with his defence.

Sincerely,

Tt ST

Peter Finke
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OT3bIB 0 AHCCepTaUHOHHOIT pabGore Hypkana Kyaymxanosa.

lI--}acrosmlee HIIZCbMO MpeNHA3HAUYEeHO AN OLEHKH JMCCEPTALMOHHOH paGoTbi, MpOBEACHHOM
ypxaHom KynymkaHoBbiM, B KauecTBe coMcKaTens Kaeapbl —peJMrMOBEACHWA W
kyabtyponorun KA3HY um. anp-®apabu, r. Anmatbl.

Hypxan Kynymxanos obpatunca ko mue B 2016 roay ¢ mpocbGoit cTaTh €ro BHELIHUM
KOHCY/IbTAHTOM M0 €r0 A0KTOpCKOMY mpoekTy. [Tockonbky obuias Tema ero uccre0BaH it 0
KOUEBHHMUECTBE BXOAMT B CHEPY MOMX HHTEPECOB W 3HAHHIA, 5 Obll paj COracHTbCA.

B X0Ze Halero coTpyAHHYeCTBa 5 BeTpeyancd ¢ HypikaH HECKO/IbKO pa3 B AJIMaThl, U BO BPEMS
koHdepeHuuu B buwkeke 8 2017 roay, yTO6bI 0OCYAUTH Aa/IbHEHLLINE Wark ero JEeHCTBYIOLLEro
npoekTa. 3aTeM OH MOCETW] Hall AENapTameHT B [iopuxe u HHeTHTYT CouuanbHO#
AHTpOnooruu um. Makca Tnanka, Tanne, rae Mbl OGMEHAAMCh HACAMH 10 €10 TEME H BbIBOAAM,
KOTOpbl€ OH cOOpan K TOMY BPEeMEHH.

Ceiiyac ero OOKTOpCKas [AuccepTauua 3aBeplueHa. BbUIO MPOBEACHO O4Y€Hb OCHOBATENbHOE
uccneaoBaHte cepbl cakpaibHOro B MHPE TIOPKCKHX CKOTOBOAUYECKMX KOYEBHHKOB C TECHEHHEM
BpeMeHH. OMIHMPHYECKUH MmaTepual, B OCHOBHOM [JaHHble M3 BTOpbIX pyK, TLWATCIBHO
cOanaHCHpoOBaH W MHOTIOTPaHeH. JTO MPONMUBAET HEKOTOPbIH HOBBIf CBET Ha TMpPOLECCHI,
MPOMCXOAALLME B CTEMAX L{eHTpaabHON A3WH Ha MPOTAKCHHH BEKOB

C TOYKH 3pEHUs peau3alnn U METOL0I0THH HCCIeJ0BaHHs, TO OHO COOTBETCTBYET OKHAACMbIM
TpeGosanmsim. Hypskan KymymiaHoB MPOBO/MJI B OCHOBHOM apXHBHYIO paGoTy M IMTEPATYpHbIE
HCC/IeNOBaHHs, BKIIOYAs OPHTHHAbHbIE MATEpHAE, TaKue Kak 3MuyecKHe TpaduLKH, a TaKKe
coGpan HEKOTOPbIE AAHHbIE H3 NEPBLIX pyK BO BpeMs M0JeBOH MOE3AKH B 3anagHyo MOHIO/HIO.
Ero AuccepTalis HanucaHa A0CTynHbIM 43bIKOM M JEMOHCTpUpYET rly0oKHe MO3HaHHA 110 TEME.

Tema caKpaibHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA B KoueBbiX oOlecTBax MMeeT Gosblloe 3HAYCHHE A4
COLMATBHBIX M KYbTYPHBIX HayK, 8 Taloke U1 NONMTHUECKHX W MPAKTHYECKHX cOoOpakernii B
cospemeHHoM KazaxcTaHe. Hypan KyaymikaHos no3Bo/n Ham NO-HOBOMY B3MSHYTb Ha 3TY,
kazanoch Gbl, APEBHEALLYIO TEMY H NpOAHA CBET Ha ITY TEMY, B3TAHYB Ha HEE C PAa3HbIX TOHCK
3peHuit. besycoBHO, WHOra 3TO MOJET HOCHTB HOPMATHBHBIF XapakTep, W B3aHMMOCBA3AHO C

TeMoii caMmoro MccieaoBaHna.
C yBazkeHHEeM,

TMurtep PunKe (moammnckb)




